
“Acrylic ABC’s”:  Winter Session 
Course description 

QUICK COLOR REFERENCE: 
Red: 
Yellow: 
Blue: 
White: 
Black: 

WEEK 1:  JANUARY 26th 
Welcome!  This will be the class where I will lecture/demo for most of the evening as an introduction to the 
course and materials.  Don’t worry - there will be plenty of practice time throughout the 8-weeks!  For this first 
class we will loosen up and become familiar with the materials. 
Emphasis:  Brushes & tools 
Acrylic:  What is it? 
Supports and painting surfaces: surface tooth and texture 
  Canvas, canvas paper, masonite, bristol/watercolor paper, wood panel 
  “gesso”  
Brushes:  Bristle vs. synthetic 
  Anatomy of a brush. 
  Holding your brush. 
  Loading your brush. 
  Brush pressure. 
  Brush care:  how to properly clean your brush 
Palettes & palette knives:  different types/uses. 
Matte medium vs. water 
Class Exercise:  Line work 

WEEK 2:  FEBRUARY 2nd 
Emphasis:  Acrylic color  
  Reading your paint tube. 
  Transparent vs. opaque colors. 
  Primary colors and color temperature 
  Paint consistency and “viscosity”.  Adding water 
Class exercise:  “Casual Color Wheel” - color mixing with 3 colors.  Continue to refine brush strokes. 

WEEK 3:  FEBRUARY 9th  
Emphasis:  Transparent glazing techniques 
  Understanding matte medium. 
  Paint film. 
  Color “values” 
Class exercise:  Rolling hills receding into the background. 

** No class February 16th ** 



WEEK 4:  FEBRUARY 23rd  
Emphasis: Greyscale 
  Black & white is not so “black & white” 
  “Tints” & “shades” 
  Understanding opacity through tinting. 
Class exercise:  Gradients, light & shadow 

WEEK 5:  MARCH 2nd  
Emphasis:  Blending 
  Color intensity or “chroma”. 
  Continue to practice tinting and shading by adding white or black to primary colors 
Class exercise:  Spheres through gradients and glazing 

WEEK 6:  MARCH 9th 
Emphasis:  PRACTICE!  Personal exploration using the techniques covered in previous weeks.  

WEEK 7:  MARCH 16th 
Lecture/demo on texture mediums.  Acrylic goes far beyond just paint - there is a vast array of gels, mediums, 
and fluids you can use to manipulate your color.  I will have a variety of samples for you to take a look at then 
we will practice basic texture techniques for the rest of the class. 
Emphasis: Acrylic as texture   
  “Impasto” 
  Dry-brush 
  Surface texture 
  Changes in drying time 
  Painting with palette knives 
  Less matte medium & water 
Class exercise:  Explore texture by creating multiple sample studies. 

WEEK 8:  MARCH 23rd  
Our last week!  We will wind our 8-week session down with our last open-practice.   
Emphasis:  PRACTICE! Personal exploration using the techniques covered in previous weeks. 


