
“Acrylic Abstracts & Landscapes” 
Winter Session 

Approx. cost of materials:  $160 
Where to buy:  University Art Center 456 Meridian Ave, San Jose (408)297-4707.   
Student discounts:  Show this materials list or your receipt of registration for the class and you can receive a 20% student discount 
on art supplies that are not already on sale (please note that the paints, brushes, mediums and other various items are already 
discounted at University Art). 
 
This materials list is designed for those planning on attending all 10 weeks.  We will be using different color combinations each 
week to practice working with a “limited palette”.  Purchasing art materials can be expensive, especially if you’re starting from 
scratch.  However if you purchase good quality paints and take care of your brushes these products will be a good investment.   
The most important materials for this class are the proper colors of artist-quality paints. 
 

MATERIALS LIST 

 

 Acrylic paint:  Artist quality is recommended as it has a higher pigment load.  Golden and Liquitex brands are my favorites.  

Either heavy body or soft body is ok.  Student grade paint is less expensive however it has a higher amount of binder which can 
make some colors more transparent, there can also be inconsistent texture to the paint.  These issues can be frustrating when 
mixing color and creating a smooth surface on the canvas.  If you choose to use student quality acrylics be sure that you have a 
cool red/warm red, cool blue/warm blue, cool yellow/warm yellow along with the whites, browns and blacks. 

 WHITE & BROWNS:  Titanium white, Burnt Umber, Ivory Black 

 COOL BLUE:  Ultramarine Blue (red shade) 

 WARM BLUE:  Pthalo Blue (green shade) 

 COOL YELLOW:  Hansa Yellow Light 

 WARM YELLOW:  Cadmium Yellow Medium 

 COOL RED:  Quinacradone Magenta 

 WARM RED:  Cadmium Red Light 
 

 Synthetic Brushes:  I find that the synthetic brushes allow for smoother blending whereas bristle brushes offer more texture.  

We will be emphasizing smooth lines in this class.  I prefer brights over flats because they are a little stiffer and allow more 
control.  Listed below are the predominant brushes we will be using, feel free to bring your favorite brushes as well.  I prefer 
Princeton Art & Brush Co. brand (their “Umbria” style is a great brush).   

 #2 bright (or a ¼” wide brush) 

 #6 bright (or a ½” wide brush) 

 #10 bright (or a 1” wide brush) 

 -OR- Princeton brush pack #9144 (Please note:  this is a synthetic watercolor brush pack that can be used for acrylic – it 
is a less expensive option however they will not last as long) 

 

 Canvas and practice surfaces:  For class exercises the average size canvas we will be using is 12” x 16”.  Student-grade pre-

stretched canvas is fine however canvas panels, or pre-gessoed boards are acceptable too.  I encourage experimenting with 
elongated sizes such as 10” x 20” as well. (No larger than 16” x 20” and no smaller than 11” x 14” please) 

 10 canvases/panels/boards 12” x 16” (or a variety of similar sizes) OR a pad of 16” x 20” canvas-paper 

 9” x 12” Mixed Media pad, or a watercolor pad.  This is for notes, practice and to keep a record of color combinations 
created in class. 

 

 Palette:  Large mixing surface without wells such as a 12 x 16 multi-palette pad (my personal favorite), or piece of plexi glass of 

equal size.  I’m not a fan of the enamel butcher tray palettes because they are not perfectly flat, however if this is your palette of 
choice then feel free to continue to use the butcher tray palette in class. 
 

 Other tools: 
 Trowel-style palette knife (either metal or plastic is ok.  The metal palette knives are more flexible which is nice 

whereas the plastic knives can break under pressure) 

 8oz container of artist grade matte-medium (I prefer Liquitex or Golden) 

 Large container for water 

 Paper towels or an old rag 

 Small plastic drop cloth to protect your work table 

 Spray bottle 

 Brush cleaner (I love “Masters Brush Cleaner” – it really does the trick!) 


